Exodus Chapter 32

1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to
come down from the mount, the people gathered
themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto
him: 'Up, make us a god who shall go before us;
for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we know not what is
become of him.'

2 And Aaron said unto them: 'Break off the
golden rings, which are in the ears of your wives,
of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring
them unto me.'

3 And all the people broke off the golden rings
which were in their ears, and brought them unto
Aaron.

4 And he received it at their hand, and fashioned it
with a graving tool, and made it a molten calf; and
they said: 'This is thy god, O Israel, which brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt.'

5 And when Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said:
'"To-morrow shall be a feast to the LORD."

6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and
offered burnt-offerings, and brought peace-
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to
drink, and rose up to make merry. {P}

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get thee
down; for thy people, that thou broughtest up out
of the land of Egypt, have dealt corruptly;

8 they have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them; they have made them a
molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have
sacrificed unto it, and said: This is thy god, O
Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of

Egypt.'

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'l have seen
this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people.
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ToOPICS IN THE WEEKLY PORTION:
PARASHAT KI TISAH:

THE SIN OF THE GOLDEN CALF

The Sixteenth Street Synagogue — March 7, 2007
Gavriel Bellino
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Said Ulla: It is a miserable bride who prostitutes herself under the very wedding canopy.
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While the King was still at His banquet, my nard gave forth its fragrance.
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WHILE THE KING WAS STILL AT HIS BANQUET - The Assembly of Israel replies that all
this was Good that You provided me, and I did wrong unto You, that while the King was at the
wedding banquet, MY NARD GAVE FORTH ITS FRAGRANCE — It changed to stink when the
Shekhinah was still on Sinai and I was blemished by the Calf. And the language of love within
the verse, GAVE FORTH ITS FRAGRANCE, and doesn’t say that it stank or went foul because
Scripture speaks in clean speech.
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"Many there are that say of my soul: there is no salvation for him in God. Selah.” The Rabbis
interpreted the verse to refer to idol worshippers. Why are they termed "many"? - In accordance
with that which is stated (Isaiah 17, 12) "Ah, the uproar of many peoples". "Many there are that
say of my soul" - they say of Israel: The nation that heard from its God "thou shalt not have any
other gods", and at the end of forty days said to the calf "these are thy gods O Israel" - is there
salvation for it? - "There is no salvation for him in God".
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19 And the made a calf in Horeb, and the bowed down to a molten creation.
20 And they exchanged their glory (Glory?) for the image of a bull that feeds on grass.

7% PN MMYIIN 9207 pD
1 DX ]17(&77 1R O7°I9R DR MOW 2 2OVAIR MR NIN2T77 DY 2" 7707 DR ORI '15:1?(2731
TIPWI 130197 1227 QWK 219K 117 AWV 2P 0770197 1NN PRI 1IDT PRI PATIwm OR DX PRYI
1°197 1997 WK D°9K 17 awy o 1w 110197 INIR 7RI 2NN
Forty days after accepting the Ten Commandments the Israelites forgot their God and said to
Aaron: The Egyptians carried their gods with them, sang to them and were able to see them;
make us a god like those of the Egyptians which we can see right in front of us, as it is stated:
"They said, rise make us a god".
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By worshipping the calf the Israelites indicated that they accepted idolatry.

Avraham ben haRambam:

Evidently that was what they had asked him for. I have a tradition from my father and teacher of
blessed memory that this was because they still held fast to their astrological beliefs, being
convinced that they had left Egypt under the zodiacal sign of the Bull or that their destiny was
governed by some other superstitious, idolatrous astrological notion.
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WHO WILL GO BEFORE US They wanted to have many gods.
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THAT MOSES DELAYED. The word (BSS) is to be understood as it is rendered by Targum
Onkelos, an expression of "lateness." Likewise, the word BSS in the phrase, "Why does his
chariot come late,” and the word BSS in the phrase, "And they waited until it was late." They
thought Moses was late, because when Moses went up to the mountain he said to them, “At the
end of forty days, I will come within the first six hours of the day.” They thought that the day he
ascended was part of the count, -but he had told them "forty- full days," forty days along with the
nights. But the day that he ascended did not have its night with it, for he ascended on the seventh
of Sivan. Thus, the fortieth day was on the seventeenth of Tammuz. On the sixteenth, Satan came
and confused the world, and displayed an image of darkness, gloom, and confusion, to imply,
"Moses must certainly have died, that is why confusion has come to the world." He said to them,
"Moses has died, for six hours have passed and he has not come,” as it says in Tractate Shabbos.
It is impossible to say that they knew which day Moses was due to descend but they only erred
on a cloudy day, failing to distinguish between before midday and after midday for Moses did




not descend until the day after they made the Calf, as it says, "They arose early the next day after
they made the Calf and they brought up burnt-offerings.”
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FOR THIS MOSES, THE MAN. Satan showed them a sort of image of Moses that they were
carrying (him) in the space of the firmament of the heavens.
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WHO BROUGHT US UP FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT. And would show us the way on
which we should ascend from Egypt. Now, in his absence, we need gods who will go before us.

Yechudah Halevi, The Kuzari (I, 97)

All the people in those times worshipped images. Even the philosophers who demonstrated the
unity and existence of the Deity were unable to dispense with an image to which they directed
their worship. They explained to the masses that this image attracted some divine quality to be
shown the same reverence we give to our holy places. The masses could only be persuaded to
accept the worship of a tangible image. The children of Israel waited for Moses to bring them
down something tangible from his communion with the Almighty, as he had promised them, to
focus their worship, on the lines of the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire which accompanied them
on their departure from Egypt. The people heard the Ten Commandments and Moses went up the
Mount to bring down the tablets and make them an ark to constitute for them a tangible symbol
containing the Covenant of God. The people were left waiting for Moses to come down without
having changed their manner, ornaments or garments since the time they had stood at the foot of
the Mount during the Revelation. But they had remained as they were, waiting for Moses who
was forty days late, not having taken with him any food and having left them with the intention
of returning the same day. Then some of the people were overcome with frustration and
dissension was sown until some individuals were prompted to ask for a tangible object of
worship in the manner of the other nations without repudiating God who had brought them out
from Egypt, merely requesting it should be placed before them to gaze upon when they related
the wonders of their God ... as we do in with the sky.

Their offence lay in the fashioning of an image which had been forbidden them and in attributing
Divine sanctity to the product of their own desires and hands without being commanded to do so
by God. In extenuation of their sin we should remember the lack of unanimity which preceded it
and the fact that the worshippers of the Golden Calf constituted only 3,000 out of a mass of
600,000 persons. But the excuse of the leaders who helped in making the Calf was that they did
so for the purpose of distinguishing between the believer and disbeliever in order to put to death
those caught actually worshipping it. Their culpability lay in leading the rebellionfrom the realm
of thought into that of deed.

Their sin did not constitute a total repudiation of the service of He who .brought them out of
Egypt, but was rather a partial repudiation of some of His commands. The Almighty had warned
them against making images and they had made one instead of waiting. They themselves had no
right to determine the mode of worship and make an altar and sacrifices in accordance with it.
Their conduct can be compared to the parable of the fool that we mentioned who entered the
doctor's dispensary and himself prescribed the drugs, thereby killing the patients who would
have been saved by being given the proper doses by the doctor himself. The people did not
intend to commit idolatry but imagined that they were striving to worship the true God.



Exodus Chapter 24

12 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Come
up to Me into the mount and be there; and |
will give thee the tables of stone, and the
law and the commandment, which I have
written, that thou mayest teach them.'

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the mount
of God.

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry ye
here for us, until we come back unto you;
and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you;
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whosoever hath a cause, let him come near
unto them.'
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20 Behold, I send an angel before thee, to keep thee by the way, and to bring thee into the place
which I have prepared.
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Behold, I am sending a mal'ach - lefanecha [before you] - to guard you and bring you to the place
that I have made ready.
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For My angel will go before you, and bring you to the Land..." (23:23)

72 P70 Nnw AB%
PO Y 0O3WH NRR TIWY DAY 70 NN 0212 127 T2 22 DY 71T 0027 22 DR AWn 2R3N ()
TR
1079 7Y T2 DRIY DML INAM NV AU 2K 32 2293 0N N2 ()
4 And Moses wrote all the words of God, and they woke up early in the morning, and they built
an altar at the foot of the mountain and twelve monuments for the twelve tribes of Israel.
5 And he sent the youths of the Children of Israel and they offered burnt-offerings, and brought
bulls as peace-offerings.
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11 And to the nobles of the Children of Israel, He did not send forth his hand — they viewed God,
yet they ate and drank.
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7 "And their feet were straight, and the bottom of their feet were similar to the feet of a
calf..."




Chapter 32

17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said unto Moses:
"There is a noise of war in the camp.'

18 And he said: 'It is not the voice of them that
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them
that cry for being overcome, but the noise of them
that sing do I hear.'

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh
unto the camp, that he saw the calf and the
dancing; and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast
the tables out of his hands, and broke them
beneath the mount.
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