11210: THE MULTI-LAYERED SYMBOL OF PROTECTION
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SOURCE 1 2''S PIp RIpP™M B0

72 D7) NYY NIRA M 737 YT W N2 0P WY AR 1 eN? X 12 98 127 (7
Leviticus 23:34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: On the fifteenth day of this seventh
month is the feast of Succot for seven days unto Hashem.
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Leviticus 23:42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are home-born in Israel shall dwell
in booths;
Leviticus 23:43 that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in
booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
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Deuteronomy 16:3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat
unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction; for in haste didst thou come forth out of
the land of Egypt; that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of
Egypt all the days of thy life.
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Leviticus 23:43 that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in
booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
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“For I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths (Lev. 23:43)” These were clouds of glory,
these are the words of R. Eliezer. R. Akiba says, They made for themselves real booths.
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Psalms 18:12 He made darkness his secret place,; his Sukkah (pavilion) round about him were
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.
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Job 36:29 Can one, indeed, contemplate the expanse of clouds, the thunderings from His
sukkah?
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Exodus 13:20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of
the wilderness.
Exodus 13:21 And Hashem went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way;,
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, that they might go by day and by night:
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“that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when [
brought them out of the land of Egypt (Lev. 23:43)” R. Eliezer says: These were real booths. R.
Akiba says, These were clouds of glory
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So that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in the shelters of
clouds when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I am Hashem your God.
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Leviticus 23:34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: On the fifteenth day of this seventh
month is the feast of Succot for seven days unto Hashem.
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Mishna: Beth Shammai declare an old sukkah invalid, but Beth Hillel pronounce it valid. What
is an “old sukkah?” One made thirty days before the festival; but if one made it for the purpose
of the festival, even at the beginning of the year, it is valid.

VA AT QWY WY 910 TP 00 NYAW MO AT XIP AR 2RAW N02T RAYY ORD (XINA
Gemara: What is Beth Shammai's reason (for their ruling in our Mishna)? Scripture says, “The
festival of Sukkoth, for seven days unto Hashem (Lev. 23:34),” [implying therefore] a Sukkah
made expressly for the sake of the Festival.
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And Beth Hillel? (How, in view of this text, can they maintain their view?) They need that [verse]
for the same deduction as that of R. Shesheth, R. Shesheth having said in the name of R. Akiba,
Whence do we know that the wood of the Sukkah is forbidden (to be used for secular purposes)
all the seven [days of the Festival]? From Scripture which states, ‘The Festival of Sukkoth, seven
days to the Hashem’;
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And it was taught (in support of this), R. Judah b. Bathyra says: Just as the Name of Heaven
rests upon the Festival offering, (to render it forbidden before its prescribed portions have been
burnt on the altar) so does it rest upon the Sukkah, since it is said, “The Festival of Sukkoth,
seven days to Hashem”: just as the Festival [offering] is ‘to Hashem’, so is the sukkah also ‘to
Hashem’.
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Leviticus 23:42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are home-born in Israel shall dwell
in booths;
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Leviticus 8:35 And at the door of the tent of meeting shall ye abide day and night seven days,
and keep the charge of Hashem, that ye die not; for so I am commanded.
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“Ye shall dwell” “Ye shall dwell” in order to point an analogy. It is stated here (with regard to
Sukkah) “Ye shall dwell (Lev. 43:42)”" and with regard to the [seven days of] investment it is
also stated, “Ye shall dwell (Lev. 8:35)” so that just as in that case the word 'days' includes also
the nights, so here also 'days' includes the nights.
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Says R. Yochanan, the verse “Thou shalt keep the feast of Succot (Deut. 16:13) teaches an
analogy of Sukkah to Chagiga (the Festival [offering). Just as the Chagiga offering is a thing
which is not susceptible to [ritual] uncleanliness and grows from the soil, so the Sukkah must be
unsusceptible to [ritual] uncleanliness and grow from the soil.
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Deuteronomy 16:13 Thou shalt keep the feast of Succot seven days, after that thou hast
gathered in from thy threshing-floor and from thy winepress.
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One of which is not ten handbreadths high. Whence do we know this?- It was stated, Rab, R.
Hanina, R. Johanan and R. Habiba learnt: (throughout all Seder Mo'ed when these pairs are
mentioned together [some] substitute the name of R. Jonathan for that of R. Johanan), the ark
[of the covenant] was nine handbreadths high, and the ark cover one handbreadth, making a




total of ten handbreadths, and it is written, “And there I will meet with thee, and I will speak
with thee from above the ark-cover (Ex. 25:22).”
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God gave to [Abraham's] children seven clouds of glory in the desert, one to their right, and one
to their left, one before them, and one after them, and one above their heads, and one as the
shekhina that was in their midst. And the pillar of cloud would precede them, killing snakes and
scorpions, burning brush, thorns and bramble, reducing mounds and raising low places, and
making a straight path for them, a continuous, ongoing highway, as it is said, The ark of the
covenant of the Lord traveled in front of them (Num 10:33).
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Song of Songs 2:6 Let his left hand be under my head, and his right hand embrace me.
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“His left hand is under my head” - this refers to the first Tablets; “and His right hand embraces
me”’ - this refers to the second Tablets. Another interpretation: “His left hand is under my head”
- this refers to the Tsitsit; “and His right hand embraces me” - this refers to the second Tefillin.
Another interpretation: “His left hand is under my head” - this refers to the recitation of the
Shema; “and His right hand embraces me” - this refers to the Amidah. Another interpretation:
“His left hand is under my head” - this refers to the Sukkah, “and His right hand embraces me”
- this refers to the Shekhina in future eras, as it is written, “The sun shall be no more thy light by
day, neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord shall be unto thee an
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.” (Isaiah 60:19).
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You [Israel] are a vineyard, as it says, For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of
Israel (Isa 5: 7). Make a sukkah for the guard so that He may guard you.
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Genesis 22:14 And Abraham called the name of that place Hashem Yireh, as it is said to this
day: 'In the mount where Hashem is seen.'
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“And Abraham called the name of the place Adonai Yireh (Gen. 22:14).” Shem called it Salem
[Shalem]: “And Melchizedek king of Salem (Gen. 14:18).” Said the Holy One, blessed be He: 'lf
I call it Yireh as did Abraham, then Shem, a righteous man, will resent it; while if I call it Salem
as did Shem, Abraham, the righteous man, will resent it. Hence I will call, it Jerusalem,
including both names, Yireh Salem.’
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Rav Berechiya said in the name of Rebbi Chelbo: Until it [Jerusalem] is complete, God
constructs a Succah and prays in it that He should witness the reconstruction of His house. This
itself'is based upon the verse, “When His Sukkah (abode) is in Shalem (literally, complete) and
His den in Zion” (Psalms 76:3).
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Psalms 76:3 In Salem also is set His tabernacle, and His dwelling-place in Zion.
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Whence do we know this? (That the prescribed height limit of a Sukkah is of Biblical origin?) —
Rabbah answered: Scripture says, “That your generations may know that [ made the children of
Israel to dwell in booths (Lev. 23:43),” [with a booth] up to twenty cubits [high] a man 'knows'
that he is dwelling in a booth, but with one higher than twenty cubits he does not 'know' that he
is dwelling in a booth, since his eye does not descry it.
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R. Zera replied: From the following verse, “And there shall be a booth for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat (Isaiah 4:6).” [With a booth] up to twenty cubits [high] a man sits in the
shade of the booth; 16 but with one higher than twenty cubits he sits, not in the shade of the
booth, but in the shade of its walls. (Whose shadows completely fill the interior and render that
of the roof superfluous.)
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Isaish 4:5 And Hashem will create over the whole habitation of mount Zion, and over her

assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night, for over all the

glory shall be a canopy.

Isaish 4:6 And there shall be a Sukkah for a shadow in the day-time from the heat, and for a

refuge and for a covert from storm and from rain.
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Isaiah 2:10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, from before the terror of Hashem, and
from the glory of His majesty.
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Psalms 27:5 For He conceals me in His pavilion in the day of evil; He hides me in the covert of
His tent; He lifts me up upon a rock.
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Psalms 140:8 O Hashem the Lord, the strength of my salvation, who hast screened my head in
the day of battle.
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Psalms 91:3 That He will deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence.
Psalms 91:4 He will cover thee with His pinions, and under His wings shalt thou take refuge;
His truth is a shield and a buckler.
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Scripture informs us that the Holy One had gone around and offered the Torah to all the peoples
of the world, but they did not accept it: finally, it was Israel who came and accepted the Torah.
Therefore the Holy One will be moved to compassion for Israel [on the Day of Judgment], as is
said, “There shall be a sukkah for shade from the searing heat of the Day [of Judgment] (Isa.
4:6).”
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For, so taught R. Levi, the Holy One says of him who fulfilled the command of the sukkah in this
world, "Since he fulfilled the command to dwell in a sukkah in this world, I shall shelter him
from the fire of the Day of Judgment." Note, according to R. Yannai and Resh Lakish, [that
Gehenna is here identified not as a place, but as a time-specifically a day], as in the verse
Behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace (Mal. 3:19).
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But in the time-to-come the Holy One will roll open the upper firmament, as is said “The heaven
shall be unrolled as a scroll (Isa. 34:4)”, and will remove the tent from over the sun, which,
following its course, will requite the wicked [by consuming them in its summer solstice], as is
said “Behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace; and all the proud, and all that work
wickedness, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall set them ablaze . . . that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch (Mal. 3:19).” In that day the Holy One will make a sukkah for the
righteous and hide them therein, as is said “He hideth me in His sukkah in the day of trouble,
etc. (Psalms 27:5)” ...
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1t is also written, “The Sukkah will be a refuge from the winter (which can alternatively be
understood as wrath).” An alternate explanation is, “The Sukkah will be a shelter.” Anyone who
fulfills the mitzva of Sukkah in this world, God will protect him from supernatural mazikim as
David said, “In His pinions I will take shelter, under His wings I will be safe. (Psalms 91:4)”
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Whosoever fulfills the command to dwell in the Succah in this world, the Holy One will give him
a portion in the time to come in a Succah as Sodom was.
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The Holy Blessed be He in the future will divide into many many portions to the righteous to
dwell in. Thus the Psalmist: “God spoke to His holy one, ‘when I exult, when I divide the
portions, when I mete out the valley of sukkah upon sukkah.”
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Who is the holy one in the words “God spoke to the holy one” Said R. Joshuah bar Nekhemiah,
that is Abraham our father, peace unto him.
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“I'will exult” — God will exult when His kingdom will shine forth in the world. At that time, “I
will distribute into portions onto shoulders to your children.” And what is the “valley of Sukkot I
will measure”? [Shechem, the name of the town also refers to a shoulder, used to receive reward
or tribute]. “I will measure the depths of the Sukkah” - this refers to the 7210 in Sodom [the
lowest point on the planet] which was shaded by seven layers of trees, one atop the other. These



layers were composed of grapevines, fig trees, pomegranate trees, peach trees, almond trees,
temol trees, walnut trees, safek trees, and anah trees...
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Rav Levi said: Anyone who fulfills the command of Sukkah in this world will be seated by God in
the Sukkah made out of the skin of the Leviathan, as it says “the Sukkah will be filled in by the
skin (Job 40:31).”
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Genesis 13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before Hashem destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of
Hashem, like the land of Egypt, as thou goest unto Zoar.
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Genesis 60:8 God spoke in His holiness, that I would exult; that I would divide Shechem, and
mete out the valley of Succoth.
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May it be Your Will Hashem our God and God our Forefathers, that just as I upheld and dwelled
in this Succah, may I merit that next year I dwell in the Succah of the Leviathan.



