AND...

Ramban on Parashat Shemot
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Exodus 1:1

Now these are the names of the sons of
Israel, who came into Egypt with Jacob;
every man came with his household:

The meaning V’Eileh Shemot is that Scripture
desires to reckon the subject of the exile from
the time they went down to Egypt. It was then
that they were the first of the exiles to go into
exile, as I have explained. It is for this reason
that He returns to the beginning of the subject,
which is the verse, “And all his seed he brought
with him into Egypt.” There it is written
afterward, “And these are the names of the
children of Israel, who came into Egypt, etc.”

This is the very same verse that He repeats here.

Even though they are two separate books, the
narrative is connected with subjects which
follow one another successively. Here, once He
mentioned the children of Jacob, He adopted a
concise approach to his children's children and
all of his seed. Rather, He alluded to them only
generally, just as He had said there, “All the

souls of the house of Jacob, that came into Egypt,

were seventy.”
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A similar case is found in the Book of
Chronicles and the Book of Ezra. The Book of
Chronicles finishes with the verse: “Now in the
first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the Eternal by the mouth of Jeremiah might
be accomplished, the Eternal stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and
put it also in writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus
king of Persia, etc.” The author repeated the
very language of these two verses at the
beginning of the Book of Ezra in order to
connect the narrative. However, since they were
indeed two books, he completed the first book,
with the events that transpired before the
building of the Second Sanctuary, and he devoted

the second book, to the events that happened from

the time of the building [of that Sanctuary. The
same thing occurs in these two books, Bereshith
and V’Eileh Shernoth.

Rabbi Abraham said that because He
mentioned at the end of Bereshith [50:23] that
Joseph saw children of the third generation to
his children, this is why He mentioned [here
in the second book] that his brethren likewise
were at first few and then were fruitful and
multiplied. But this is not correct. Rashi
wrote: “Although Scripture had already
enumerated them whilst they were living, it
again enumerates them by name, following
their death, in order to show how they were
beloved by God. They are compared to the
stars which God also brings out by number
and brings in by number, as it is said, “He
bringeth out their host by number, He calleth
them all by name.” These are words of
homiletic exposition, and insofar as, they
indicate the love of God for the tribes - how
the Holy One, blessed be He, loves them and
repeats their names always - they are words of
truth. But the matters of the connection of the
verses and how they are joined by the vav —
V'eileh shemoth — 1s as | have explained.
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