THE MURDER OF A DRINKING BUDDY:

REFLECTIONS ON PURIM INTOXICATION
Pre-Purim Shiur, March 03, 2007
Gavriel Z. Bellino
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How could the Sages have obligated us (to drink on Purim) when the Torah and Prophets
have recalled many incidents that demonstrate the great danger of intoxication?!
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Rava said: It is the duty of a man 1’visumei on Purim until he cannot tell the difference
between “cursed be Haman™ and “blessed be Mordecai.”
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Abaye said: When I went out of the Master's [Rabbah's] house, I was already full, but
when I reached the other place they set before me sixty dishes of sixty different
preparations, and I had sixty pieces from them. The last preparation was called pot-roast,
and [I liked it so much that] I wanted to lick the dish after it. Said Abaye: This bears out
the popular saying, The poor man is hungry and does not know it, or the other saying,
There is always room for sweet things.
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Rabbah and R. Zera joined together in a Purim feast. Ibesum. Rabbah arose and cut R.
Zera's throat. On the next day he prayed on his behalf and revived him. Next year he said,
“Will your honor come and we will have the Purim feast together?” He replied: A
miracle does not take place on every occasion.
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L’avsumei — to get drunk with wine.
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V'ibesum — they became drunk.
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As days on which the Jews have rested from their enemies, and the month that hath been
turned to them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning to a good day, to make them days
of banquet and of joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the needy.
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And R. Efraim z”1 concluded that the story that Rabba rose and killed R. Zeira that
appears in the gemara comes as a rejection of the (previous) dictum of Rava, and so it’s
not proper for a person to act in this way.
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It’s a mitzvah to be plentiful in the Purim meal. And he must become drunk until he
doesn’t know the difference between “cursed is Haman” and “blessed is Mordecai.”
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It is the duty of a man I’visumei on Purim until he cannot tell the difference between
“cursed be Haman” and “blessed be Mordecai.”
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And the Maharash (Rav Shalom of Neustadt) that it is written in his father’s name that it
is a mitzvah to drink, but is not an obligation.
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See the Baal HaTurim and also the Siddur Amudei Shamayim that wrote that his (R.
Yaakov Emden’s) father would practice in the days of his youth to fulfill the dictum
literally. But he who is weak in nature or someone who becomes foolish who could do
improper things as a result (of the intoxication) should not drink too much.
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The distinction between “Cursed be Haman” and “Blessed be Mordecai,” even someone
who is intoxicated wouldn’t likely confuse them.
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WHO CANNOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN “CURSED BE HAMAN” AND
“BLESSED BE MORDECAI” — [In the Palestinian Talmud] “Cursed be Zeresh,”
“Blessed be Esther,” “Cursed be all the wicked,” “Blessed be all the Jews.”
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The are those who explain he shouldn’t be able to compute that the numerical equivalent
of “Cursed be Haman” is “Blessed be Mordecai”
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It is a mitzvah to have a plentiful Purim meal and he must get drunk until he cannot
distinguish between “Cursed is Haman” and “Blessed is Mordecai.” This is the dictum of
Rava which appears in the first chapter of Megillah. And Tosofos wrote “Cursed be
Zeresh,” “Blessed be Esther,” “Cursed be all the wicked,” “Blessed be all the Jews.” And
the Ran that even someone who is intoxicated wouldn’t confuse them. And the Ran
quoted in the name of R. Efraim And R. Efraim 2”1 concluded that the story that Rabba
rose and killed R. Zeira that appears in the gemara comes as a rejection of the (previous)
dictum of Rava, and so it’s not proper for a person to act in this way. The Orchos Chaim
wrote that one must lvsumei on Purim does not mean that one should drink, for
intoxication is a forbidden practice, and there is no transgression greater than that for it
causes licentiousness, murder, and many other transgressions. Just that he should drink a
little more from his general practice.
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What is the nature of the obligation of this feast? He should eat meat, and set a nice feast
(table) according to his potential, and he should drink wine until he becomes drunk and
falls asleep from his drunkenness.
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One does not have to become so intoxicated; rather he should drink more than usual and
go to sleep. And because he sleeps he cannot distinguish between “Cursed be Haman”
and “Blessed be Mordecai.”
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HaRav Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook zt'"l, Olat Re'iyah, p. 441

It would seem that the obligation of intoxication on Purim, as Chazal said (B. Megillah
7b) "One is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim...", also stems from this idea. For
the main reason behind the prohibition of becoming intoxicated is the fear that with the
removal of the power to think clearly, someone's instinct will lead him to do evil things
and abominations, God forbid. But on Purim all Israel experienced a will to accept the
Torah, and on that day the light of true will to choose the Torah and its ways shines on
every Israelite who holds on to the Torah. Therefore we are to show that even when
intoxicated, we don't stray from the way of God, for in our very essence we are inclined
to the good, and good for Israel is closeness with God. "I have made the L-rd G-d my
refuge, that [ may relate all thy works" (Psalms 73, 28).




