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Antigonus of Sokho received the Torah from Simon the Just. He would say: Be not like servants
who minister to their master in order to receive a reward, but be like servants who minister to
their master not in order to receive a reward; and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.
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Antigonos of Sokho had two students (Zadok and Boethus) who taught their disciples who
repeated it to their disciples... and said to them, 'what caused our forefathers to say this? Is it
possible that a laborer should toil all day and not receive his reward in the evening?' Therefore,
had our forefathers known of the existence of the world to come and the resurrection of the dead
they would not have said this. They stood and left from the torah and from them came two
breaches, the Sadducees and Boethusians, Sadducees for Tzasok, and Boethusians for Boetus.
They lived in luxurious splendor; using silver and golden vessels all their lives, not because they
were haughty, but because (as they claimed) the Pharisees led a hard life on earth and yet would
have nothing in the world to come.
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And it is prohibited for the perfect man to say: "If I observe these commandments which are the
vices which God forbade, what will be my reward?" For this would resemble the case of the
child who says: "If | read, what will you give me?" and we answer him "such and such." For
when we observe the deficiency of his intellect, which fails to grasp the importance of this
matter, and when he asks for something other than what the ultimate goal should be, we answer

him according to the level of his foolishness, as it is written: Answer a fool according to his
folly.
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The Sages have warned us against this, too; that is to say, a man should not make any worldly
object the ultimate goal of his service to God and fulfillment of His commandments. This is the
(precise meaning of the) statement of that righteous and perfect man who grasped the truth of all
matters Antigonus of Sokho: "Be not like servants who minister to their master upon the
condition of receiving a reward; but be like servants who minister to their master without the
condition of receiving a reward. By this, they meant (to say) that one should believe in truth for
truth's sake: and this is the situation for which they use the expression: "Serves (God) out of
love." And they said: That delighteth greatly in His commandments, which Rabbi Eleazar
interprets: "in His commandments," and not "in the reward for (the performance of) His
commandments. How strong is this proof and how clear; for this is decisive evidence to support
that which we said earlier. Even stronger evidence is their remark in Sifre: "Lest you say: I will
study Torah so that I become rich, or so that I be called 'Rabbi,' or so that I receive a reward in
the world to come, therefore, Scripture states: to love the Lord your God, let whatever you do be
done out of pure love (for Him)."



