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MEN OF THE GREAT ASSEMBLY

Who Are These Sages?
May 26, 2007
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Moses received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it Joshua. Joshua transmitted
it to the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets transmitted it to the
Men of the Great Assembly. They [the Men of the Great Assembly] said three
things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise many students, and make a protective
fence for the Torah.
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Chaggai, Zechariah, and Malachai received [the Torah] from the Prophets. The
Men of the Great Assembly received [the Torah] from Chaggai, Zechariah, and
Malachai. They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise many students,
and make a protective fence for the Torah.
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For R. Joshua b. Levi said: Why were they called men of the Great Synagogue?
Because they restored the crown of the divine attributes to its ancient
completeness. [For] Moses had come and said: The great God, the mighty, and the
awful. Then Jeremiah came and said: Aliens are destroying His Temple. Where
are, then, His awful deeds? Hence he omitted [the attribute] the ‘awful’. Daniel
came and said: Aliens are enslaving his sons. Where are His mighty deeds? Hence
he omitted the word ‘mighty’. But they came and said: On the contrary! Therein lie
His mighty deeds that He suppresses His wrath, that He extends long-suffering to
the wicked. Therein lie His awful powers: For but for the fear of Him, how could
one [single] nation persist among the [many] nations! But how could [the earlier]




Rabbis abolish something established by Moses? R. Eleazar said: Since they knew
that the Holy One, blessed be He, insists on truth, they would not ascribe false
[things] to Him.
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Jeremiah wrote the book which bears his name, the Book of Kings, and
Lamentations. Hezekiah and his colleagues wrote (Mnemonic YMSHK) Isaiah,
Proverbs, the Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes. The Men of the Great Assembly
wrote (Mnemonic KNDG) Ezekiel, the Twelve Minor Prophets, Daniel and the
Scroll of Esther. Ezra wrote the book that bears his name and the genealogies of
the Book of Chronicles up to his own time.
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R. Shaman b. Abba said to R. Johanan: Let us see: It was the Men of the Great
Synagogue who instituted for Israel blessings and prayers, sanctifications and
habdalahs.
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All these dates were laid down by the Men of the Great Assembly.




